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The Grace of God in Truth

DEEMING IT TO BE REFUSE

(Philippians 3:1-21)

For the rest, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. (3:1a)
As we consider Pauls entreaty here for faithful service

to our Lord, let us continually be rejoicing in the Lord.
While whenever we are not distracted from so doing,
we cannot but rejoice in Christ in connection with our
future salvation and glorification, here we are not called
to a contemplation of these, but are instead enjoined to
be rejoicing in our Lord in consideration of our service as
slaves for His sake.

To he writing the same to you is not, indeed irksome for
me, yet it is your security. (3:1b)

It is as if Paul is apologizing for repeating his entreaty
so often for us to be rejoicing in the Lord. But since few
seem even to grasp the point of his words in this connec
tion, and even those who understand them need special
grace in order to heed them, it is critical that he repeat
and stress them on behalf of us all.

It is by no means irksome for Paul to be writing the
same to us, for it is our security that he should do so in
the interests of our faithful service, lest we be left to our
own devices and be put to shame.
Even if inconsistent in their theology, in their way, all

believers rely on Christ for salvation. Few indeed, however,
have no confidence in the flesh (Phil.3:3b), which is to say,
no confidence in themselves but in God {cf 2 Cor. 1:9) as
concerns their service for their Lord, upon Whom they
are wholly dependent for any success therein.

Because of the darkness of our minds, intuitively, such









































































For the Glory of God 73

The worship and acclamation of the universe—such is
the reward which comes to our blessed Saviour for His
descent and humiliation. And this will not wait until the
consummation, when all are reconciled to God. During
the eons many shall bow the knee to Him and acclaim
Him Lord, for the glory of God, the Father. Even now
His saints adore His Name, and own His lordship in their
feeble way. Already He is at God s right hand, messengers
and authorities and powers being made subject to Him
(1 Peter 3:22). When He comes, the earth will own Him
King. Even beings under the earth, of which we know so
little, will adore and obey Him. Gelestial, terrestrial and
subterranean—all will bow the knee in worship and use
their tongues to acclaim the Grucified before the eons end.
Low as was His humiliation, so high will be His exaltation.
"For the glory of God, the Father." This is the object

of it all, as well as the key to our understanding of it.
Christ descended in obedience in order to glorify God,
His Father. He was exalted for the same reason. And it is
for this cause that every knee shall bow and every tongue
acclaim Him Lord—because this not only elevates Him to
the place supernal, but at the same time brings to God the
glory which is His due. But it is not to God, as Creator, or
as judge. The name Jesus sets forth the Saviour; He glori
fies the Father. There is no constraint here, except that of
love. Those who worship Him as Saviour and acclaim Him
as Lord become children of God, and give Him glory.

THE saints' obedience

Having meditated upon the obedience of Christ Jesus
and its blessed results, Paul exhorts the saints to emulate
His disposition in their own small sphere. Hitherto the
Philippians had always been obedient to the truth which
he had imparted to them when he was present with them.
Now that he has still greater and grander grants of glori-

































































service in this Era 105

less they would also confess their failure in this regard. It
seems to be the universal sin in service which few of us

are able to overcome. Yet it should be our aim, despite
our failures, to forget our own concerns in preoccupation
with the things of Christ.
As we have seen in our review of Timothy s career, he

had been thoroughly tested as a companion and servant
of Paul. This is most aptly summed up in the words, "as
a child with a father he slaves with me for the evangel"
(2:22). Two pictures are presented here, child and father,
slave and lord. Between Paul and Timothy there was the
loving and living relationship of father and child, and they
both together attended to the affairs of Christ Jesus as
though they were His loyal slaves.

I have often been criticized for using the word "slave"
to describe the character of our service. But I delight in it.
There is no question of its correctness. This alone should
settle the point, for interpretation and feelings must be
barred in translation. But bere, for instance, it is in full
est harmony with the context, for a slave, who has no privi
leges or property of his own, makes a good figure for those
who should not seek their own. I imagine that the objec
tion may arise because we do not wisb to serve without
doing our own will and attending to our own welfare. But
I glory in the "title" slave, and only wish my service were
in accord with this lowly distinction.

Yet Paul was not willing to part with Timothy until his
own matters (which were also his Lords) had been set
tled. It must bave been a vast comfort to him to have Tim
othy at hand in his imprisonment. At his first defense no
one went with him, but all abandoned him (2 Tim.4:16).
Perhaps this infiuenced him in calling for Timothy and
keeping him until his fate had been finally decided. And,
indeed, he would wish to send the news to his friends at
Philippi as quickly as possible. What better commenda-













































what we will have in the Future 127

ers only and leads to eonian glory, in contrast to the latter
resurrection, which leads to judgment In the out-resurrec-
tion we will be sinless, and lead a life of perfect conformity
to the will of God. This is the ideal to which our present
life should conform. What would we not give to be as we
will be when vivified! To serve as we will in that glorious
time! What is more practical than to seek to attain it now?

Let us keep in mind the context in which this term is
used if we wish to interpret its message correctly. Paul
is concerned with his service (Phil.3:4-16). His previous
course in unbelief led to the persecution of Gods saints.
Gould anything be further from our occupation in resur
rection? Now Paul wishes to regulate his actions so as to
anticipate his behavior in the out-resurrection. He puts it,
"conformed to His death, if somehow I should be attaining
to the resurrection out from among the dead" (Phil.3:10,11).
For this he wishes to know the power of His resurrection.
That he is not referring to his own literal resurrection is

evident from what follows. "Not that I already obtained, or
have already been perfected ...." No one could possibly
suppose that he had died and had been raised. There was
no need to reassure anyone on that point. But the conduct
of the apostle may very well have been so like tbat which
will be ours in resurrection, that his friends might easily
suppose that God had already actually bestowed upon him
the power which belongs to that day.

Ghrist Jesus has grasped, or taken hold of Paul in order
to conform him to His own likeness. That will be openly
manifest in the case of all saints when the out-resurrection

actually takes place. But Paul wished to grasp that ahead
of time, here and now. He wanted the power of that future
life to transform his present career.
The powers of the coming eon were present in our Lord s

ministry and in that of the twelve, and even in Pauls ear
lier course. Now that the kingdom is no longer the subject





































UNSEARCHABLE RICHES, FOURTH QUARTER 2019
BEING THE FOURTH NUMBER OF VOLUME ONE HUNDRED TEN

EDITORIAL

We conclude another year of publication of Unsearchable
Riches, this time with four issues centered on Pauls letter
to the Philippians. For the most part the articles have been
reprints, with A. E. Knochs "Studies in Philippians" lead
ing the way, along with two of James Coram's more recent
studies on this epistle. In this issue we now join the early
article on "The Kenosis of Christ" by Brother Knoch. With
this, along with Brother Coram's article entitled, "The Dis
position of Christ" we focus our attention on the heart of
the epistle (chapter 2, verses 5-11) which brings the evan
gel to us in powerful terms. It is the message of Christ's
emptying of Himself of the form of God and descend
ing to the form of a slave in fashion as a human, and then
humbling Himself even lower, in obedience to His God
and Father, to the death of the cross. Then when all hum
bling is completed in death, God rouses Him and highly
exalts Him beyond any former position of honor with the
ultimate bowing of every knee and the acclaiming of every
tongue. Yet this acclamation is, in accord with Christ's dis
position (or mindset), in its highest focus, not for His own
glory, hut for the glory of God the Father.
In this we see why God sent His own Son so low. It was

that all of us might be brought out of sin and corruption
and darkness to the righteousness and life and light of
Christ's exalted reign. But again, we perceive that this is
not the highest goal of it all, for all reaches to the glory of
God the Father Who shall become All in all.

Yet for us now the evangel is first bringing us to both
the emptying (kenosis) and the humbling (tapeinOsis) of
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